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MEETS PROGRAMME 2003


April 17/22
Easter Meet
Caseg Fraith
Keith Mott

April 23/30  (Wed – Wed)

Arran
Has been cancelled

May 3/10


Onich
Willie Butler

May 23/28


Lands End 

Camping at Trevedra Farm

Geof and Margaret Batten


June 11/13


Fallcliffe

Bill Bristow


June 20/22


N. Pembroke

Camping w/e

John Bevis

June 27/29


Welsh Marches

Camping at Bill Towlson’s

(all food provided except lunches)

July 9/11


Fallcliffe

Keith Mott

June/July


Fontainebleau

Please see info. in ‘Forthcoming Meets’ section

Peter Stewart

Aug 22/26


Caseg Fraith

Possible rock climbing instruction

Keith Mott

Aug 22/25


Brittany

Chez Diane and Dave

Diane Bennett

September 5/7
     Llandovery/ Llanwrtyd Wells

B & B £25
Evening meal £12

Geoff Williams

Oct 24/26
AGM & Dinner
Caseg Fraith

Bill Bristow

Nov 7/9

Bonfire Meet
Fallcliffe

Neil Brindley

Nov 28/30


Black Mountains

Smithy’s Bunkhouse

Bill Towlson

Forthcoming Meets

Caseg Fraith   
Easter Meet April 17/22 2003
Plenty of Easter eggs for a family weekend with lots of fun! Keith will have his minibus at Caseg which might be put to good use if the weather is bad.

                                             Contact Keith Mott  01379 677238  

Onich   
May 3/10 2003
Ben Nevis, Glen Coe and Garbh Bheinn are all within 30 minutes drive of the Inchree Bunkhouse
 
 






           

   Contact Willie Butler  01883 743289

Lands End   
May 23/28 2003
The usual mix of Cornish pasties, ice cream and  cream teas and – even some climbing!
 
 






           Contact Geof & Margaret Batten 0121 475 6604

N. Pembroke   
Jun 20/22 2003
Once again we are returning to the idyllic Caerfai Farm campsite just outside St Davids that we have been to for the past 2 years. A very pleasant field right on the cliff edge with a path leading down to a small sandy cove. Climbing nearby – all we want is the same weather as in the last 2 years!
 
 








   Contact John Bevis   0161 427 1443 

Welsh Marches   
Jun 27/29 2003
Camping at Bill Towlson’s – all food provided except lunches – so please let Bill & Pam know if you intend to go   




    


    Contact Bill & Pam Towlson   01588 620422 

Fontainebleau  June/July
Peter Stewart has sent me the following about this trip Ed.


Fontainebleau is an area of forest about 35 miles south of Paris with a huge variety of bouldering on sandstone boulders.  I am considering two possible weekends for this trip and thought I would see if either of them was generally more favourable than the other.  The two dates are the weekends of 7-8th June and 19-20th July.  I am also a member of Polaris MC and am organising the trip for both clubs jointly.  There is a Guide Book in English called Fontainebleau Bouldering by Stephen Gough and published by Greenshires Publishing.  Originally I had been thinking of stopping off on the way to a holiday elsewhere, but now I am planning to do a weekend trip by ferry and motorbike.  There are a few camp sites, the guide book recommends La Musardiere near Milly (10 miles west of Fountainebleau).  I think it would be best to find a bed and breakfast, to avoid taking camping gear on the bike. I hope to be able to find accommodation in Milly so that we can meet up even if we have a variety of preferences.  Could any members who are interested please get in touch on 01794 324106 or email paastewart@ntlworld.com  to let me know your preferences and I will let you know what the consensus is.

Caseg Fraith   
Aug 22/26 2003
Bank Holiday Meet – a rock climbing course for children is planned, yet to be confirmed by the person responsible for bookings at Plas y Brenin. If this falls through, something else child-friendly will be arranged.

                                




       Contact Keith Mott  01379 677238  


Brittany   
Aug 22/25 2003     ( I requested something from Di & Dave for this section – here’s their reply!  Ed.)
We live in Quimper, about 2 miles from the town centre and about 200 yards from the estuary. We have a large garden and can easily accommodate tents. The roads are very quiet with very little traffic and ideal for cycling. There is quite a lot of walking in the area. There is a coastal footpath all the way round Finistere (our departement) otherwise Land's End and the countryside is in many ways like Cornwall. They even call the area Cornouaille. There are cliffs both on the Cap Sizun and the Crozon peninsula and I think there may be rock-climbing. We have lots of birds in the garden, - all the usual but also lots of tits and greenfinches. On the estuary one can always see herons, egrets, cormorants, various gulls etc. We have also seen such things as spoonbills, avocets, various divers and sacred ibis! There is such a lot and so spectacular that we have even gone to the lengths of getting binoculars. The weather cannot be guaranteed to be good but at the moment is very warm and sunny. Other than that the people are very friendly, food is good, wine cheap, shops, bar just round the corner what more can one want.

Interested?

    Contact Di Bennett and Dave 00 33 2 98 53 67 70   email:  dave_cully@hotmail.com

Caseg Fraith   
AGM Meet Oct 24/26 2003
The AGM and dinner will be at the Glen Aber Hotel on Saturday, 25th October , cost £13.50. A minibus has been arranged for transport to and from Caseg. More details to follow in next newsletter.

 
From your Secretary  
Many thanks to those who returned the information about their membership status. There are still a few of you out there who haven’t done so – there was a s.a.e for your reply, so please use it to return your questionnaire if you haven’t already done so.

Committee news 
BMC Subscriptions – also see the next page, reported here is only the beginning of the story…
ULGMC’s treasurer had sought confirmation from the BMC before the ULGMC’s AGM last October that there was no change anticipated in the BMC affiliation fee (set at the BMC 2002 AGM at £5.25) – which was confirmed…. Our unchanged ULGMC subscription for 2003 was based on this premise….  However, at the end of November 2002, our treasurer, along with all those of clubs affiliated to the BMC, received notification of a £1.00 increase in the BMC membership fee for each club member for 2003, i.e. taking the affiliation fee to £6.25, the increase being due to extra charges to the BMC from their insurers, which they felt they had no choice but to pass on…

BMC News  
BMC AGM
The AGM of the BMC, including the National Open Forum and the annual dinner, will be held in Buxton, Derbyshire on 12th April 2003.


BMC Subscriptions           Ed: I am drawing your attention to the relevant agenda item for the BMC AGM.
The agenda for the AGM was circulated with the last issue of ‘Summit’. Item 7 of the agenda is a motion on subscriptions for 2004 as follows: 

Item 7 The Management Committee recommends that :

“This AGM resolves that the per member subscription fee for individual members (currently £22.50) should be £25 and the per member subscription fee for members of affiliated clubs (currently £6.25) should be £8.50”


Included with that issue of ‘Summit’ was a loose insert carrying an amendment to 7 as follows

“7a.  As an amendment to 7. above the AGM resolves that the subscription fee for individual members should be £25 and that clubs should have two membership options :  Full Membership at £15 per member or Basic Membership (with civil liability insurance only) at £6 per member with an option for individuals to upgrade to Full Membership at an additional £14.

Note : The exact figures and benefits will be subject to detailed analysis of the administrative implications and specific arrangements for large clubs, families, students and associate members.”


This amendment is not a clear statement of intent; the terms Full and Basic membership are not defined and the “Note” would appear to give the BMC freedom to alter the figures in any way they choose post the AGM. We have already had one such hike in the capitation fee, for the year 2003 (see ‘Committee news’ above).

Mike Esten has been in touch with the BMC in order to clarify some of the questions raised above, and received the following information with respect to 7a:

“Basic Membership” : Clubs may choose to pay a per capita affiliation fee of £6, in which case such club members become “Basic Members” of BMC and benefit from civil liability insurance cover - as is presently the case with the £6.25 subscription. However, contrary to the existing situation, the “Basic Member” will no longer be permitted to buy either BMC insurance (search & rescue, medical etc) or an alpine hut “reciprocal rights” card, and will not receive Summit. (It was unclear whether gear shop discounts would still apply.) However, the “Basic Member” may individually regain these lost benefits by paying an additional annual charge of £14 and which would additionally provide the BMC Personal Disability Insurance currently enjoyed only by Individual Members.
“Full Membership” :  Alternatively Clubs may choose to pay a per capita affiliation fee of £15, in which case their Members become “Full Members” of BMC receiving the same benefits that they currently enjoy for £6.25 plus the BMC Personal Disability Insurance.

Furthermore Mike was informed that at the AGM the BMC plans to propose item 7a first, then if it is rejected, to propose item 7. 
It would thus seem that the information circulated by the BMC is both misleading and ambiguous. Also, the possibility of the fee rates being fixed outside of its AGM seems totally undemocratic. You may do the arithmetic for yourselves in anticipating the effect on club subscription fees.

BMC London & South East Committee

Neil Brindley reports on a BMC regional committee meeting in London:
The main item on the agenda has been the perilous state of the BMC finances.  Ivor Delafield made a presentation, there was much discussion, but the overall position seemed to be that there is a need for an executive body, and that the full council or committee needs to have a  monitoring role and to hold the executive to account.  There is an article in the latest Summit, which people should read.

Past Meets

Black Mountains:  29th November – 1 December 2002

Pauline Oppenheim reports:

Eleven members of the club attended this meet at Smithy’s Bunkhouse, Bill Towlson being the meet leader.
Saturday saw the group ascending the Sugar Loaf Mountain accompanied by Robert West, a friend who lives locally. As the murky weather descended part of the group had the inclination to seek out pleasanter climes. They descended to browse the book shops and cafes of Hay on Wye. The rest of us continued and had the delight of seeing large salmon swimming by a weir near Llangenny. Returning round the Sugar Loaf in fading light and poor conditions left a little to be desired, though the terrain was interesting. 
Sunday was beautifully clear with excellent views of the Sugar Loaf Mountain and surrounding countryside as we walked over Bryn Arw. Descending to the north a few mushrooms were picked, which tasted delightful back home. I enjoyed a tranquil view to the west from the bright River Grwyne Fawr towards some intriguing ruins which stood high on the Partrishow hillside and loomed darkly against the sunlight behind them. Bill took us onwards to visit the ancient pre-reformation church at Patricio. It was built by the Holy Well of St. Issui and contained the damp smell of history. There was a beautiful 15th century rood screen and loft made of Irish oak. We enjoyed another rare feature of the small old church – a stone seat running along the outer south wall of the church. This served as an excellent lunch stop before our safe and happy return. A very enjoyable weekend for all!



New Year’s meet at Caseg Fraith:  2002 - 2003

Neil Gomery  reports:
The meet was a rambling affair with members and guests coming and going over a 6 day period. 19 members sat down on New Year’s Eve to enjoy a communal meal and a toast to the happy futures of Les and Rosemary. Weather was typically mixed and there was the usual mixture of short strolls, long walks and sightseeing. Children were trooped over Cnicht and eager teenagers towed parents and grandparents over well verglassed Glyders; there were even a few flakes of snow!. Thanks to Les and Rosemary for the food shopping and the ladies for organising the cooking and Geof Batten for enthusing enough people to do some spring cleaning.

Fallcliffe Cottage:  31st January – 2nd February 2003

John Bevis reports:
"Bill, Pat, Pauline, Les and Rosemary (Les' Rosemary not mine), Bill & Carol & I were there on Saturday when the morning and most of the afternoon was spent in putting up the new door to the small bunkroom for the use of members. Late afternoon I went home and the others had a short walk through the Longshaw Estate to the Grouse. Sunday saw a committee meeting which took most of the morning followed by lunch at the Bridge at Calver and a walk up one side of the river and

back down the other. A very quiet weekend.”

Fallcliffe Cottage:  14th – 16th March 2003

John Bevis reports:
“Even fewer people attended this weekend - just Bill, Pat, Pauline and myself which was a shame as the weather turned out to be exceptional for

mid-March. Saturday started with fixing a lock to the new door followed by a walk from Eyam through Stoney Middleton to the Bridge at Calver where Pat and Pauline left us to go to Sheffield. Bill and I continued via Deep Rake and the quarries back to Eyam. Sunday saw us setting off from Winster to Youlgreave, Alport, Stanton in

Peak (can recommend "The Flying Childers" as a no-nonsense pub) and over Stanton Moor back to Winster. A most enjoyable weekend. “
Ed: Where are all you members who wanted Fallcliffe to be made more available?

Coniston Coppermines:  21st – 23rd March 2003

Sue Esten reports:
Eight members enjoyed a fabulous weekend’s weather at the Coniston Coppermines hut (reached by a very rutted mile long track from Coniston – a total disincentive to taking cars anywhere once having arrived). Saturday saw us ascending past Levers Water to Swirl Hawse, climbing Swirl How, and traversing the Carrs then to descend the long ridge to Little Langdale – and a pub! The return to the Coppermines was made via Tilberthwaite and Hole Rake. It was a very enjoyable day. On Sunday two of the party traversed the Old Man of Coniston and Wetherlam, whilst the less energetic walked over to Low Water, returning via Coniston.


News from Members

Use the buses at Caseg Fraith

Margaret and Geoffrey Batten write:

Two New Years running we have been able to save our weary legs at the end of a day's walking by catching a bus back to Caseg. This has made us think about how the bus system around the hut could be used instead of always jumping into the car. 
There is a Bethesda to Pen y Pass via Capel  Curig and Penygwryd service which during the winter passes Caseg Fraith on the A5 about 8.50am and returns about 4.00pm. More frequent buses come up from Betws y Coed to Capel Curig where a car could be left and which then go on to Pen y Pass via PYG. These buses could be used to reach Pen y Pass for a day on Snowdon without having to brave the always crowded (and expensive) car park there and also at the end of a route like Caseg-Heather Terrace or North Ridge of Tryfan-Bristly Ridge-Glyders-PYG.

There is now a bus timetable on display in Caseg and copies can also be obtained from the Pinnacle Café in Capel Curig- presumably there are more and perhaps later buses in the summer than in the winter. If anything like the Snowdonia Green Key Initiative with its proposed restrictions on car parking ever comes to pass, then we will all have to give much more thought to using public transport.   

News from Shaun & Shelagh West

(our ULGMC Netherlands outpost)

Ed: Has received an email from Shaun with a web address where the Wests’ adventures for the last year are recounted. These include Christmas skiing, the Austrian Alps by train and on foot, ski touring in Obergurgl and the buying of a house in the Netherlands! The web address is http://home.planet.nl/~west0296/  He adds it’s only a 2 hours drive to skiing in Germany….


The Estens down under

Sue Esten writes:

Mike and I have just returned from an Antipodean trip where we managed to walk a few of the New Zealand tramping tracks, together with other ‘day’ excursions. On North Island we did the Tongariro Northern Circuit on which the first 2 days walking were in very windy conditions. We were horrified to see scantily-dressed and equipped school children setting out on the Tongariro Crossing section of the track. The weather was fine at the beginning of the day, but the predicted winds didn’t take too long to materialise. The rash of litigation that we are becoming used to in the UK doesn’t yet seem to have impacted in Kiwi-land…. 

On South Island we did the Routeburn, the Rakioura circuit on Stewart Island and the Rees-Dart. We had the latter pretty much to ourselves – crossing the Rees Saddle with snow up to our knees and more falling. With the Dart Hut being enlarged and re-built, we had a snowy, damp night’s camping!  We have mixed feelings about the New Zealand ‘Great Walks’ – perhaps we are spoilt by the European Alps – since we came away with the feeling that the Great Walks are over-rated. The Department of Conservation (DOC), under whose aegis the walks are maintained, very much gears them towards being capable of being undertaken by the general tourist who may have little idea of how conditions may turn round and bite them. New Zealanders complain that too much emphasis is placed on such tracks, very much to the maintenance detriment of the more remote and less well-known ones. The publicity that the tramping tracks have received following the publication of the L.P. Tramping Guide to NZ has, to some extent, swamped DOC’s ability to keep up with the pressure of usage. As in the Alps, facilities are being upgraded on the more popular tramps to meet the expectations of the ‘clientele’. If we ever find the pennies to go to NZ again, - which we would love to do – it is such a beautiful country – we would seek to do less popular walks. However, by the time we might get there again, we could well be grateful for the more manicured trails!

 Requests for information
Tony Young writes

My wife, nee Margaret Peart, was a Maths Undergraduate at Bedford College from 1956-9 and soon became a keen member of the Undergraduate Mountaineering/Climbing Club. After graduation she joined the ULGMC and was an active member in the early 1960's. Sadly, she is now terminally ill with cancer. 
For the interest of her children I want to write down some details of her life; as part of this, I have been trying to gather together some information on events, dates, etc. of her life during that time at University and early work years before we met.

One particular event about which I would like to discover more, was a holiday she had in 'Austria' during the Summer 1958 vacation.  Although Austria may have been the main destination, her passport shows that she

spent 5 days in Italy entering and exiting (by road) across the Brenner Pass - almost certainly visiting the Dolomites around Cortina. She may also have visited Interlaken in Switzerland on this trip.
My strong suspicion is that this was group holiday organised by the Undergraduate Mountaineering/Climbing Club, and I wonder if you have any ideas as to how I might check this - and perhaps discover more details of

the itinerary? The other possibility is that there are other ULGMC members who are old enough to have been members of the Undergraduate Club in the late 1950's and indeed may have been on the 1958 or similar trip. 
Ed. Can anyone help Tony    email:   a.a.young@durham.ac.uk

Kilimanjaro
Julie Russell, married to Mark, and used to be regular attendees of meets a few years ago, but have moved to the USA is asking if anyone in the club who has been to Kilimanjaro would be willing to help with information about the mountain. Email address: mark.russell@attbi.com

Car wanted!
Nigel Bowen writes: we will be visiting the UK between 9th June & 10th July, so you have had plenty of warning to make other arrangements!

As always, family come first. In particular Penny will be spending much of her time with her parents.  I am hoping to visit friends in France at the end of the 1st week / during our 2nd week, otherwise I would like to catch up with as many of you as possible.

In order to do that, we will need to beg, borrow or hire a dependable car - despite my past reputation, I have not had a good smash for some 30 years now and it saves arguments if Penny drives & I navigate!  Any reasonable suggestions welcome.    



            Email: nigel.bowen@paradise.net.nz

New Members

A very warm welcome back to the fold to the following member of the Club who has rejoined:
Frederick Elms




18 Hadley Road, Barnet, Herts EN5 5HH
(Research technician at UCL 1970 – 1978)

Tel:  020 8441 2798


Address List / Email List Changes

Please note the following changes.
Andy Whittaker & Tessa Veazey 

82 New St,  Matlock,  Derbyshire DE4 3FH

Tel: 01629 581134

Bridget & Robert Hardy



24 Romsey Road, Cambridge CB1 3DD







Tel: 01223 565328
Tom Kendrick 




40 Hill Street, Kettering, Northants NN16 8EE






Tel: 01536 502718.
Liz Parkinson




email address:  parkinson.liz@virgin.net

Keith & Frances Mott



Tel: 01379 677238
Iain Simpson




7  Quidditch Lane,  Cambourne,  Cambridge.   CB3  6DD.

 





Tel: 01954 715 576.

Ralph Ingham-Johnson



86b Coombe Hill Crescent, Thame, OX9 2EH






Tel: 01844 202900







email address:   cirrfleet@aol.com

Copy date for next Newsletter

The next newsletter should appear around the end of August 2003. Contributions should reach your editor, Sue Esten, by mid-August 2003. 










6
1

